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THE UNITED STATES AND EGYPT INAUGURATE THE CENTER OF
EXCELLENCE FOR ENERGY AT AIN SHAMS UNIVERSITY

For Immediate Release

Thursday, December 5, 2019

Today, the Center of Excellence for Energy at Ain Shams University opened for business, with
support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and in close
cooperation with the Ministry of Higher Education and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) to foster applied research, scholarships and innovation in energy. In
attendance to inaugurate the Center were U.S. Ambassador Jonathan Cohen, Mission Director
of USAID in Egypt Ms. Sherry F. Carlin, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research H.E.
Dr. Khaled Abdel Ghaffar, Minister of Electricity and Energy H.E. Dr. Mohamed Shaker, H.E. Dr.
Sahar Nasr, Minister of Investment and International Cooperation, H.E. Dr. Yasmine Fouad,
Minister of Environment and Ain Shams University President Dr. Mahmoud El Meteini, along
with MIT Chancellor Dr. Eric Grimson and Principal Investigator Dr. Ahmed Ghoniem.

Through the Center of Excellence for Energy, MIT and Ain Shams University will partner to
produce high quality applied research in energy, deliver world-class training in engineering, and
create a dynamic energy innovation ecosystem focused on meeting local challenges and
contributing to economic growth. The Center of Excellence for Energy will support research that
is vital to Egypt’s economic growth and job creation, create scholarship opportunities for
students to pursue studies in energy-related fields both in Egypt and the U.S., align with the
current needs of Egypt’s commercial, academic and public sectors, and develop energy
engineering curricula that includes new courses and degree programs.

The Center of Excellence for Energy will also help forge relationships between Egyptian and
American researchers and experts, and drive research and innovation in energy and renewable
energy that are key to Egypt's future economic growth.

This new Center is part of a five-year, $90 million USAID initiative that also includes a Center of
Excellence for Agriculture hosted at Cairo University in partnership with Cornell University and
a Center of Excellence for Water hosted at Alexandria University in partnership with the
American University in Cairo. The three Centers focus on areas identified as priorities by the
Government of Egypt’s 2030 Vision and will drive research and innovation in sectors that are
key to Egypt’s future economic growth.

For more information, contact Nada Tantawi at: ntantawi@coe-energy.com
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